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Commodity Metais Site
Hamtramck, Michigan : May 2007

In May U.S. Environmental Protection Agency will resume free
sampling and, if necessary, removing and replacing contaminated soil
containing high lead levels from neighborhoods near a former
Hamtramck smelter. Mlchlgan Department of Environmental Quality
asked for EPA’s assistance in removing and replacing the contaminated
- soily which was discovered in 2003 and 2004. Lead is a dangerous metal
that gets into the bloodstream and affects the development of children
and unborn babies the most. :

Last faH, EPA cleaned up 84 properties. The work was done on
properties between Caniff and Commor streets on Grand Haven, Dyar,
Dequindre, Nagel, St. Aubin and Lumpkin streets. This neighborhood is
next to the site of a former lead smelter called Commodity Metals:
Commodity Metals is suspected as the source of airborne lead particles
settling on the ground in the area. This spring, an additional 45
properties still need attention. However, of these 45, 40 require access
agreements. Before any of the no-cost tests or soil removal can be done,
EPA and MDEQ need written permission from property owners.

Most of the properties targeted for sampling this spring lie east of
Interstate 75 on Nagel, St. Aubin or Lumpkin between Caniff and
Commor streets. A few remain west of the Interstate as well. EPA asks
| for your help in 51gn1ng the access agreement or getting your Iandlord or.
: :',EP A Reglon s | property owner to sign the form. Signed access agreements can be
| Grosse Il‘e; «Mic | dropped off at the EPA project trailers on the corner of Commor and -
73460 * | Grand Haven streets. You may also-contact EPA representatives (see.
~left-hand column) to pick up signed forms. EPA encourages property
owners to take advantage of this opportunity to have their soil sampled
and cleaned up this spring for free while env:renmentdl personneI are m
~thearea. :

If yeu have already signed an access agreement to have the testing or
work done we offer our smcere thanks for your cooper ation and
patlence ; ~ :

i Taking care of the lead cohtamination is important. If the tested yards
are found to contain excessive lead levels, contractors are replacing

;f - HICK TUOIC - | contaminated soil with clean dirt and remmmg the yards to near—onglnal
~.‘,L1bi’3fya 2369(: mf St o | condition at no cost. :

We hepe to complete the testing and, if needed, the removal and
“replacement of contaminated soil within this area by the end of this
summer. : .




